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PREFACE

This Reference Guideisintended to assist producersin developing an
environmental action plan for their farm. Thisis aplan that enhances our use
of natural resources and reduces the possibility of accidental harm to soil, air,
water and biodiversity values. It is one of a number of publications prepared to
support the implementation of the BC Environmental Farm Plan (EFP)
Program and includes a convenient summary of current legislation and
regulations as well as beneficial management practices. Also included are
references to other published material that might be useful in implementing an
Environmental Farm Plan.

Completing an EFP will provide farmers and ranchers with an understanding
of agriculturally related environmental regulations and of farm management
practices that enhance environmental values. In many cases the outcome of
improved water and nutrient management will also be profitable. Protecting
riparian areas can improve water quality as well as enhance fish and wildlife
habitat. Y our decision to complete the EFP Program will bring positive
recognition to yourself and your industry.

The BC Agricultural Research & Development Corporation (ARDCorp), in
cooperation with federal and provincial governments, encourages all farmers
to take the opportunity provided by the BC EFP Program to develop aplan
that addresses environmental concerns on their farms as well asraises
awareness of environmental issues pertinent to the industry. Doing so
demonstrates the continuing commitment of our industry to responsible
stewardship of the natural resources that are essential to a sustainable and
economically viable agriculture industry for many generations to come.

On behalf of the Board of Directors,

Dick Klein Geltink

Chair

BC Agricultura Research & Development Corporation
November 2010

PREFACE



Limitation of Liability and User’s Responsibility

The primary purpose of the Environmental Farm Plan isto assist producers in assessing environmental risk on
their farms.

While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of these materials, these materials
should not be considered the final word on areas of practice that they cover. Y ou should seek the advice of
appropriate professionals and experts as the facts of your situation may differ from those set out in the materials.

All information in this guide and related materialsis provided entirely “asis’ and no representations, warranties or
conditions, either expressed or implied, are made in connection with your use of, or reliance upon, this
information. Thisinformation is provided to you, asthe user, entirely at your risk.

The Government of Canada, the British Columbia Ministry of Agriculture and the BC Agricultural Research &
Development Corporation (ARDCorp), its Directors, agents, employees, or contractors will not be liable for any
claims, damages or losses of any kind whatsoever arising out of the use of, reliance upon, thisinformation.

British Columbia Environmental Farm Plan Reference Guide

4th Edition - (includesmajor revisionsfrom 3 Edition, March 2005)
November 2010

| SBN 978-0-9738261-2-8

For moreinformation on the BC Environmental Farm Plan Program contact:

BC Agricultural Research & Development Cor poration

www.ardcorp.ca

www.bcefp.ca
1-866-522-3447

For moreinformation on this publication contact:
BC Ministry of Agriculture

http://www.gov.bc.ca/al/
1-888-221-7141
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